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CHAPTER II.

A Mywterious Visitor,
™ HEN I held the paper to the light I saw a large B
with & small g, a P and a large G with a small t woven

into the texture of the paper.
do you make of that?' asked Holmes.
name of the maker, no doubt; or his monogram,
wather."”
“Not at ali. The G with the small t stands for ‘Gesall-
sshaft,’ which is the German for ‘company.’ It is a custo-

‘mmry contraction like our ‘Co’ P, of ocourse, stands for

- Tapler.’ Now for the Kg. Let us glance at our Continental

*attur’ " He took down a heavy brown volumne from

& shelves, “Bglow, Eglonitz—here we are, Egria. It Is

M & Germun-speskizg ocountry—in Bohemia, not far from

Mhd ‘Remarkable as belng the scene of the death of

Wallenstein, and for its numerous glass factories and paper

mills’ Ha! Ha! my boy, what do you tnake of that?' His

“Mm and he sent out a great blue triumphant cloud

bis clgarette,
® paper was made in Bohemlia,'” I said.

. *“Precisely. And the man who wrote the note is a Gere

@Rn. Do you note the particular construction of the sen-

—‘This account of you we have from all quarters re-

‘7 A Frenchman or Russian oould not have written

o 03 4§ the German who Is so uncourteous to his verbs.

only remains, therefore, to discover what is wanted by

" German who ‘writcs on Bohemian paper and prefers

Waring a mask to showing his face. And here he comes,
I am_not mistaken, to resolve all our doubts.”

‘| (A8 he mpoke there was the sharp sound of horges' hoofs

amd grating wheels against the curb, followed by a sharp

Pl at the bell,

A slow and hdavy step paused immedlately outside the
®. 'Then there 'vas a loud and authoritative tap.
“Come In!" sald Holmes,

A man entered who could hardly have teen less than €
Peot 6 inches in heighi, with the chest and limbs of a iler-
stles, His dress was rich with a ricaness whinh would, in
[Bagland, de looked upon as akin to bad taste. He carried a
Pava 1-brimmed hat in hls hand, wkile he vors across the

part of his face, extendlay down past the cheek bones,
vizard-mask, which he had ajparently adyaas:ei that

y moment, for his hand was still raised to It as he on-
From the lower part of the face he appeared to be a

#BAn of strong character, with a thick, hanging llip and a

-domg, straight ehln, scggestive of resolution pushed to the

Bength of obstinavy.

““You had my not2?"' he asked, with a deep, harsh volce
a etrongly marked German accent. "I told you that I

‘euld call.”

o (“Pray take a scat,” sald Holmes. ‘‘This {s my friend and
o. Dr. Watson, who is occasionally good enough tn
me {n my cazes. Whom have I the honor to address™’

ou may addrcss me as tha Count von Kramm, a Bohe-
noblmlu 1 understand that this gentleman, your
h & man of honor and discretion, whom 1 may trust
!Ih & matter of the 1ost extfeme importance. If not, 1
ld much prefer to comniinicate with you alone.”
1 rose to go, but Holmnes caught me hy the wrist and
me back into my chair. “It s both, or ndne,” sald
‘4“You may say before this gentleman unything which
may say to me."
"*on will excuse this mask,' continued our sirange vis-
“The august person who employs me wishes his agent
be unknown to you, and I may confess at oncs that the
by which I have Just called myself ls not exactly my
"

[MT was aware of 1, sald Holmes dryly.
w4 (*™The clrcumstances are of great delicacy, and every pre-
uon has Lo be taken to quench what might grow to be an
pndnl and seriously compromise one of the reign-

“wates thé great hoase of Ormsteln, hcrlamry kings of Be-
bemia.”
*I was also aware of that' murmuud Holmu. settling
M‘ down in his armchair and closing his eyes,
Our visitor glanced with some apparent sunprise at the
' , lounging hgure of the man who had been, no doubt,
te1 to him as the most incisive reasoner and most en-
c agent In Europc. Holmes slowly reopened his eyes
looked impatiently at his gignntie client,
“If Your Majesty would condeszened to state your case,'
remarked, ‘I should bg botter able to adviss you."
The man sprung from chalr and paced up and down

in ungontrollhble agitation. Then, with a luturc pack face upward and explain the mean-
WAIIM. he tore ﬁho mask from his faca and hurled’ Ing of the two cards there exposed. This

wpon the floor.

spuken before I was awarc that I was addressing Wil-

«Felstein, and horeditary King of Bohemlia."

mord,
'1\0 fdeta are bricfly these. Some five years ago, during

millar to you?"

% *Kindly look her w‘n my Index, dootor,” murmured | ant card not come out in the deal, it 4s
plmex, without ¢gening his eyes. For many years he had | necessary to take up the twenty-one
sted a system for dockeiing all pug‘.:nha concerning | bards, shuffle them. and replace them,

p and things, so0 that it was difficult to name a subject &8 you have done In the first Instance.
uﬁon on which he could not at onée furnish informa- &hvuld It not come out during this sec-
. ‘In thic case I found her blography sandwiched in be-| ond tmal, you must commence for the
zhlt of a Hebrew rabbl and that of a staff cojmmand- | third ¢fme and repeat the deal, and then,
who had ¢ritten a monogram upon the deep-sea fishes. |should it not emerge, it shpws most de-
"M me see!” sald Holmes. "Hum! Born in New Jer-| cldedly that the consultant has an entire
*{n the year 18.  Contralto—hum! La Scala—hum!|alsarrangement In his or her business
donna Imyerial Opera of Warsaw—yes! Relired from | matters, be they of any desoription

tio atage—ha'! Living In London—quits so! Your Maj- whataoever. In this last event there
M understand, became entangled with this young should be selected a card of the con-

o ‘wrote her some compromising letters and is now de- | sultant's color, elther dark or light, and

i ‘of geiting those letters back !
7! *Pryzisely wo. But how''-—e
~ “Was M 6 eecrot marriage?

ﬁrsu papers or certifiontes?’’

'\M “poch! Worgery." .
“#My priva® rote P
len.”

¥ WD nw, Riti

\ u-luuu,.
3. mnmhod' Yourselt serlously.”

Nem
cphug:loa and bllod "
"!wr )wmy must pay., It mu‘n be bougm o0

,"":-‘_ gy «,.
o ¥ mip
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familles“of Xurepe. To speak plainly, the matter kmpli- |~

“You are right,’ he éried. “I am the King. Why should|cut."” Put the portions of the pack to-
®{ mpt to conceal 1t?" gether. Shuffie the cards. Draw twelve
#Why, indeed?’ murmured Tlolmes. “Your Majesty had|cards at random. Shuffle the remaining

Gottsreion Siglsmohd von Ormstein, Grand Nuke of |significance of the cut. Place two parts

of the pack of twenty-one cards to-
MBiit you can understand,” sald our strange visitor, sit- (gether again, Take the top card and
down once more and passing his hand over his high|Dplace it face down on the table alone.
h?orohead. “you can understand that I am not accus- | This card [s§ the ‘“surprise” and 1s
to dolnx guch business in my own person. Yet the placed at one side of the other twerty
tter was' so delicata that I could not confile it to an |Cards, which should now be ranged,
without putting myself in his power. I have come in-|faces upward, one by one, in a single
fto from Prague for the purpbse of consultfng you." line across the table, or, better still, in
“ *Then, pray consult,’ sald Holmes, ‘shutting hts eyes three rows of ‘seven cards each. The

visit te Warsaw, I made the aoguaintance of the | IDE either male or female, come out re-
known adventuress, Irene Adter. ‘l'ho name is no doubt ( Versed, it shows that the consultant is

left of the consultant card, reading the

Remember consultant’s left is your right.
* The position of cards, whether up-
7 " pkon T fall to follow Your Majesty. I¢ this young erson | fight or reversed, is Important, and
! produce her letters for dlackmalling or other pur- #botld be carefully noted fn eaoh lay-
how is'she t6 prove thelr authenticity ¥ - ‘aut.  The question of the consultant is
ore I8 the weltipg." £l often In the form of a wish. The card

is known as ‘‘the wish card.”

. YR know If she will be marritd soon, and
i that
‘|| and,

tollo-q. . MConsultant is represented by
the qugen of hearts. You have been
led to belleve that your lover (knave
¥ am but|0f hearts), & young man of fair com-
"'m Runon Shak: Iiwds yeung. & awm but plexion and volatile disposition, has
£ not been faithful to you. The elght of
clubs, conjoining as it does with the
elght of hearts, shows that he maln-
talns the highest degree of love for
v Ay you, nthnhu‘abdln: your recent ecool-
A ™ ; ness (elgh lubs), e
‘JW"WM have been made. Twice burglars in my| yo\f: :f:m‘t.ton‘: tro:n g;‘mhh'rh?‘::::::
‘ her house: Onee we diverted her luggage| s }o.vs ghows that he is planning «
Jpd. §owic ahe Nas been waylald. There has|yio; (sight of diamonds). whereby de

san sée you and explain his conduct,

o warns

The Hmngement of the
Cards, Their Stgnifications
Opright and Reversed, and
Two Illustrations of How
the Cards Are Read After
Laid Ovi.

ORTUNE - TELLING by cards |Is
nothing more hor less than a game
of cards and is as easlly learnad as

euchre, pedro or whist, which any one of
average intelligence can learn to play.
The degree of skill aéquired by the
player depends upon his aptitude in mem-
orizing and applying the rules of the
game to the combinations of cards pre-
sented In play.

The system of cartomancy used In
these lessons is Mme. Camille le Nor-
mamd's. The {llustrations are repro-
duced from her book, ‘‘Fortune-Telling
by Cards,’” by permi=sion of the pub-
lisher, Henry J. Weiman,

The first step d4s to arrange the cards.
Take an ordinary pack of playing cards,
Remove the twos, threes, fours, flves
and sixes of all suits or colors. Thirty-
two carde will be left. Of these select
the kings, queens, knaves, nines, eights
and sevens. On the end of each card
write the letter “T." denoting top, it
makes no difference which end is
selected, excapt In the case of seven
spots, where it should be placed close
to the odd emblem.

To this pack of thirty-two cards add
& blank card, or joker. In the case
of a blank card write across It the
word ‘‘Consultant.” This eard represents
the person whose fortune is belng told.
If there Is not a blank eard at hand
take one of the discards, marking it for
the purpose.

Now, take the thirty-three cards and
arrange them In the following order:
King, queen, knave, ace, ten, nine, cight,
and seveén of each sult.

BhumMe the pack well, faces down. Deal
theh off, ‘one by one, on the table,
turning them over after the manner
of dominoes. Take them up and shuffie
again, either cutting them yourself or
allowing the person for whom you are
consulting to do so. At this point,

A dark complexion.
man. A gentleman
of some learned profos-
slon. A judge. Advo-

after the significance of cards has been
learned, place the two portions of the

Is known as the *“significance of the

twenty-oné cards and cut them. Explain

surprise 1s read last.
BShould the consultant card, represent-

vexed or annoyed. Should the consult-

the oracle proceeds
“In reading the layout begin at the

card @t the right of the consulfant last.

whose meaning corresponds to the wish

We will now suppose that the ¢on-
guitant 12 & youn' lady who wishes to

Joarde, after being shutfled, cut
It, are lald out as shown In the

" The ¢ gnwo‘ of this layout Is as

“The king of dlamonds reversed fore-

10 break off your engagement.
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Blonde lady.

SIGNIFICATION OF SPADES, UPRIGHT.

jitented military man
A palitician out of of-

SIONIFIQATION OF SPADES, REVERSED.
A widower, A man

Tears. Jealousy,

‘mm A great loss. Tid-

; ings of death. Mourn-
A lady of sdme learned Ig. Pailure.

bachelor. An en-| Bickness. Want of
voy. An fll.bred fel-|prudence. Bad news.

Expectation. Bope.

SIGNIFICATIuN. ur CLUBS, UPRIGHT.

A brunette fomale,
Onofoulo!eeanm-
| tion. An affectionate,
quick tempered wo-

A slightly dark com-
plexioned bachelor. A
A clever and

young

A Purte of money.

A passing trouble,

L A very fair maiden.
Excessive joy.
young woman's indif-
ference to love ad-

Desire. A parcel.

n' A man of
/< Nfidelity. A dignitary

A lady resident in the
country. A woman
given to gossiping and

L 881 tion. Advantage.

young man of light
complexion, of a low-

Marriage. A mﬂl-

A blonde female.

A comntry man. A

either upright or re-
versed,represents coln,
gold, water, the sea,
a foreign eity, and
change of locality.

(T. designates top of

.| Riches. Love.making

A talo-bearing overtures, L
t, or unfaithful -'—--
rCo

SIGNIFICATION OF DIAMONDS, UPRIGHT.

The ten of diamonds,

A flirt and flatterer.
A young man in anger
r in sickunoss.

the card.)

Enterprise. Bepara- ..
®

plexioned lady. A
jealous and malicious

A nut-brown com- 8
plexioned man. A per. |Bometimes wadt of
son to meot with a dia |success in @ trivial

The country.

whetber upright o re- ¢
versed, signifies & let- Present  Intentions,

tor, & petition, a note, Good news, ¢
apaper, a document, ¢

appointment. matter.

wrath or with »
mllgunt disposition.

An enviousman. Dis-

near relat've,

. A relig-
PiA man plotting mis- ; . ' ¢
chief. A epy. Fur-
suit. Treason In love

onment. Grief. Dis-|ghip,
tressing intelligence.

The house. The fu- ..
tare. Fortune. Buc-
cess. (Gain. Money.

[ {
Movable article. An

The affections of a
brunette malden. The

A blonde man. A
‘Loss, An eveping lawyer. A man of
party. Brief affliction. reputs, end remarka-
In the evening, “,", ble for superior quall-
llu. A person of gen-
otodty.
A blonde female. A
Disappointment, De- faithful  friend.
mbn‘ Tid- mild, amiable lady.
ings of the death of a

A mar-
riage broken off, or an " _‘~] g Jlor, dreaming chiefly
offor refused. v of his pleasures,
. ' The house. A re-
Wise advice. Friend- v [rot  Festiviy.
Indecision. Al @ love letter. Agresable
foolish intrigua. '.’ ntelligeace,

The seven of dlamonds snhows that he

does not wish to give you an amount
of money (ace clubs), which will have to
be pald you In the event of your mar-
ringe. The seven of spades coming be-
tween him and your mother (queen of
spades) shows that he is friendly to her
and would marry her. The reversed

position of her cards show that she is

a widow,

*The knave and ace of spades demote
that she Intends to marry a friend (king
of spades) who frequently visits her at
the house (ace of hearts). This mar-
rlage wlll take place before your own.

Thlg is shown by the representative | Occur in a short time.

Victory. Happi.
ness. Triomph. Ua.
fon. Harmony. Work.
Trade. A present.

A blonde young man.
fPAMA young soldier or
bl flor. A traveller.
[y A goy young bache-

SIGNIFICATION OF HEARTS UPRIOHT

relative,"

The affoction of

fair young lady. Buo-
cess in your hopes.
Nourishment, Food.
Board,

The thoughts. A

weapon. A jewel

marriage In order to more fully control
and enjoy your mother's property,
“Your marriage wlll greatly anger

of diamonds). His wrath will
tense (ten of diamonds and
spades, conjoined).

"The fact that your lover s sustalned
by a lady shows that your marriage will
Your surprise

irprise | ACADEMY

cards belng of the same color and sult. | eard Is the nine of diamonds.

Your mother's husband will be your | by the last card to wyour left it shows
friend and will protect you against your  that there w!ll be but a slight delay to
tutor or guardian. He will hasten your | your marriage, which will take place at

upon a

charge | Of his Infidellty,
“That you have a rival In his affeq- [note must relate to the

tions s perfectly plain, for here we have | which he desires to be effected between

him a comstantivisitor at the louse (ace | you and him." e

A cervant. A post-
boy An Intermeddier,

i

vour house or that of your nearest|of heeris) of a blonde of the
Take another case, that of a young|whose auburn focks and

lady who has had a quarrel with Ner sblue eyes have entrapped your
The city. Bavious ' . lover, The cards are shuffled and dealt| That you have not been aware
' for her and the layout secured is shown| intimacy is probable, because the

"' In the dlagram so marked. A fortune-|resides in the country (eight of dis
u :olller would read this layout for her as| monds) and the eity (tem of hearts) U 4,:
ollows:

“Your admirer I8 a light-complexioned| *And 7 regret to inform you,
. man; I now percefve that you have an-|that this dark-complexioned m
other devotee at your shrine, a middling|yours (knave of clubs) Is a man
dark young man (knave of clubs), at|pe trusted on account of his .
vour left and in advance of you. How-|tions, Inasmuch as he visited the
ever, the ten of clibs, which comes be-|o¢ the auburn-haired lady and with
tween you, assures me that his visits to conversed concerning yol in such &
you are more for pastime, as he 18 in| a4 to throw you Into a state of
love with and makes friendly visits toa quietude (the two knaves at your,
Jlonde lady (queen of hearts) who has “Sti, my dear young lady, ySu
:l:cu;"a :::; (knave ol m&-m) no just cause for uneasiness or
w n you as upon youn matt
’ blade who is her veritable lover. $]1gon ok Myt asitaity oz
‘‘His attentions to gou have been the 1 oxim! announces
| cause of a quarrel @even of spades with ;:,:.'I:ﬁ *"';y”tom':‘u'.. good news.
iweven of diamonds) hetween you twe clearly percelve that this Intell
ladics, Inasmuch as the ten of spades will be brought you by &
demonstrates that your friend is exceed- (knave of diamonds, reversed), whno:
, Ingly jealous of you, which is & ®0urce | snould judge has it in his M'ﬁ
ol perpetual vexation (nine of hearts) to this very moment and may be
| her, although she tries to conceal K. way to you.

“That which concerns you the more “And, mles, let us mvnunum

deeply Is that your dalir-haired lover of your promised surprise, As I
(knave of hearts), who is the uppermost | ¢, 1t 1s a letter (ace of diamonds), probs
in your thoughts (seven of hearts) is 0o |ahly from your light-complexloned “b
and distress a military officer (knave|Yer¥ fair model of appreciation or pro- | mirer, as, placing it upon the card ag
be in-| priety. I grieve to tell you that he 13 |the extreme left (seven of diamonds),
ten of DOt true to you, inasmuch as the ace it shows that the epistie comes from the
This officer, inspired ' °f Spades, conjoined with the queen of | country, and. smoreover, the seven of
by ejalousy (ten of spades) will give Spades, reversed, gives positive evidence | dlamonds assures you of €004 news bes
to his gnger and will
(ten of dlamonds)
brunette lady. who had been your lov-
er's friend and protected him from
malicioug slander,

A nut-brown com-

.

Nobility. Love. A

brilliant style (queen of

between you.

elllation, for the geven of dlamonds, |

ing at hand; the contents of your fover's

Amusements.

Amusements.

A smpll sum of

pectedly paid. A child.

29

stone a short time ago.

Dowry for Giants.

M. de Saint Ouen de Plerrecourt, an e:centric French
millionaire, died a short time ago and left the greater part 3
of his fortune to his native city of Rouen, stipulating that Prohibiting their use. I don't belleve,
the municipality was to found an annual prize of $20,000 as a | there is a single whip In use in Moscow.
dowry for a glant and a glantess in order to regenerate the| The excellent condition of the horses at-
human race. An amicable arrangement has now been made| tests the benefit of this humane law.

The family attacked | Nothing can exceed the beauty of the
thg will'on the ground that the “‘glant clause' was impossibla' sleek and well-groomed horses used In
By the arrangement now made the city of
Rouen will pny the helrs $600,000, while out of the residue It
undertakes to found an undertaking, “Inspired by the ldea
of protecting, preserving and improving the human race, but
which shall not cost more than $160,000." The details of this!
undertaking have not yet been divulged.

the heirs and the ¢ity of Rouen.

“Cavern Rats."’

The cavern rat, found in the Mammoth Cave of Kentucky,
is of a soft, blulsh color, with white neck and feet.
enormous eyes, black as night, but quite unprovided with
. Thetr ayes are perfeclly insensibla to lght, and when
the experiment has been made of catching a cavern rat and
turning 1t loose In bright sunlight it blunders about, strik-
ing itself against everything, is unable o provide itself with
food and finally falls down and dles. In its natlve depths,
however ,it In dble to lead a comfortable enough exlstence,
as its enormously long whiskers are go extTemely sensitive
that they enable it to find its Way rapldly through the dark-
ness, The principal food of ¢he cavern rat cogsists of a
kind of large cricket of a pale yellow color, and, llke most
other cave dwellers, itself perfectly blina,

A Miraculous Catch,

An extraordinary take of mackerel ozcurred at Folke-
It was during a heavy sea in the
English Channel, s0 heavy that many of the nets had to b
cut away In order to save the overladen boats,
got 50,000 mackerel, one having to its own share 20,000, and
six oihers had cach about 10,000, This great cateh was dls-
posed of partly by being sent 1o London and Paris In fce an
partly by being rotalled on the street,
for 120 and sixteen and elghteen for 24 cents.
ou of diffoultles that will be in-| same {hue Beottish fishing boats were achleving a remarkabla
ecateh of herring off the coast of Scarbordugh, which has
given employment to the troops of Beotoh fishergirls who

form of any kind of dog. After this I8
done the name of the artist is written)
on the back of the production and the|

sompany, are asked in the room to de-

prizes are awarded for the best, or
worst, as the case may be,

world where one would expect to find
grass, but it s there, neverthelzss. The
slight space between the curd and where
the recomstruction work Is going on Is

Three smacks

filled with soll, which has produced a

crop of grass, though, It must bs ad-

mitted, of scanty proportons The

traffic of hay over the brilge !s one
of the sources of the seed supply

et

INHABITED VOLCANO.

A kttle Japanese village, some thirty

miles from the town of Kumamoto, i«

situated In the crater of a volcano,
which may some day become aotive
again. The village, lying 90 feet below
the top of the volcano, the wala of
which ln w-.; l.urnhll quite hidden

the price belng $1.44
Alinost at tha

NO HORSEWHIPS USED.
There is a notable law in effect In most
of the large Russlan towns concerning
horses that deserves special mention.
Among the curlous things that arrest
the attention on arriving In Moscow is
the entire absence of whips among ths
drivers of cabs, carriages and all soris
of vehicles. On Inquiry, says a traveller,
I was Informed that there was a law

the carriages of Moscow.

' A “DOG"” GAME.

Each memhor'ot the party is given a
sheat of paper and sclssors. Then the
hostess announces ihat she would lke
to have them cuat from memory the

collection pinned face outward on the
wall, Then three judges, nnt of the

clds upon the merits of the dogs and

-
GRASS ON LONDON BRIDGE.
London Bridge Is the last place In the

abltants seldom
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